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there are 121⁄2 million more people who get
up and go to work every day and can go home
with a paycheck and take care of their chil-
dren. I’m glad we had the biggest drop in
violent crime in 35 years. I’m glad we had
the biggest drop in the welfare rolls in his-
tory. I’m glad we’ve got the smallest percent-
age of people on welfare we’ve had in 30
years. I’m glad about all that.

But this is a journey. There is no destina-
tion. I want us to make this balanced budget
agreement tomorrow that I hope 90 percent
plus of the Democrats will vote for. But even
so, it’s just another step on a journey. And
I believe that the Democratic Party and these
people that you are here to support today
has demonstrated that it can be trusted to
lead this country on this journey, to get be-
yond the bogus choices, to get beyond the
false conflicts, to create the kind of country
and the kind of world that you want your
children and your grandchildren to inherit.
That’s the larger question that I believe has
brought you here and that I think proves that
you did the right thing by coming here to-
night.

Thank you very much, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:45 p.m. at the
Regency Club. In his remarks, he referred to
Mark and Jane Nathanson, hosts of the dinner;
Representative Martin Frost, chairman, Demo-
cratic Congressional Campaign Committee; Presi-
dent Eduard Shevardnadze of the Republic of
Georgia; and former Bosnian Serb leader Radovan
Karadzic.

Memorandum on Delegation of
Authority Concerning International
Border Security Assistance
July 24, 1997

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense
Subject: Delegation of Authority Under
Section 1424 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1997

By the authority vested in my by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States
of America, including section 301 of title 3
of the United States Code, I hereby delegate
to you, in consultation with the Secretary of
State, the authority vested in the President
under section 1424(c) of the National De-

fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1997
(Public Law 104–201).

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 29, 1997]

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 28, and it was
published in the Federal Register on July 30.

Remarks to the National Governors’
Association Conference in Las Vegas,
Nevada
July 28, 1997

Thank you very much for the warm wel-
come. I must say, whenever I come back
here, I feel terribly nostalgic. I’m eager to
come, I hate to leave, and I always know
there’s something that we don’t entirely
agree on. And right before we came in here,
I came into the Mirage and I saw Steve Wynn
and Governor Miller, and right before we
walked in, we walked through another room
which is set up just like this one—a commit-
tee room. There wasn’t a soul in there. And
I thought, look, I know we don’t agree on
everything, but this is taking it a little far.
[Laughter] I was delighted to see the real
thing. Thank you very much.

I want to say that—to you, Governor Mil-
ler and to Sandy and all your team here in
Nevada, Hillary and I are very grateful to
you for many things, but especially for what
you’ve done on early childhood development.
I congratulate Governor Voinovich on assum-
ing the chairmanship. And I thank him for
what he has done for young children. It is
a remarkable record in Ohio. And Governor
Carper, congratulations. I’m delighted to be
joined here by many members of the admin-
istration who have been here before and will
be here when I leave.

And I would like to talk today about a
number of things, but let me say that I have
tried to establish a better and a growing part-
nership with the NGA since I first took of-
fice. I’ve been working on one thing, really,
which is to prepare our country to go into
this new century where every American who
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